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The South Australian Olive Industry, c1964

Liquid @ History
Courtesy, Australian Broadcasting Commission
This versicn © Craig Hill, 2018




Three questions
* Why olives?

* Horticultural experiment/acclimatisation
* Not only olives: other exotic products
* Why France?
* Major source of all things ‘Mediterranean’ for the British
* Why South Australia/Hackney?
» Similar climate, topography, soils etc to Southern France
» ‘Systematic settlement’ (Wakefield System linking land & labour):
* ‘Social experiment’; independent farmers, close settlement etc

* Three ‘governments’: Colonial Government, Colonisation Commission,
South Australian Company

* Influential promoters of A&H esp citrus fruits, almonds, olives, silk, tobacco, flax



By 1914, South Australia boasted about 100,000 productive olive

trees, at least 5 commercial oil presses producing up to 100,000
litres of oil per year and an industry that some predicted would

soon rival that of Mediterranean Europe!



The first olives in
South Australia
1836-1839



The first olive in South Australia, 1836

"

...in his reminiscences W.L. Beare, son of Thomas Hudson Beare, at the
time second officer of the [South Australian] Company, stated that Charles
Powell, gardener of the Company, planted fruit trees, olives and vine
cuttings, nearly all of which grew; he also planted a mulberry tree on the
island, which had come out on the Duke of York.”

Arthur J Perkins, South Australia, An Agricultural and Pastoral State in the Making...

——
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Other olives, 1836-1837

* Early olive importations
* John Morphett
* Charles Everard
* Captain John Hindmarsh
* George Stevenson

* ...and possibly 3 others

* Small number of trees, uncertain varieties/
quality

 Stevenson’s Garden, North Adelaide




TBRIUGIMNIRVIUL I3aYi” lDNUT IS pFooieinnriy llmml"'
et io 8 certvin deliberative nssembiy. Mr.,
Stevenson started 1 parden at Nerth Adelaide,
of abhout four acrev, pot far from * The Borante
Garden,” started hy Mr, Balley, nod thiess two
gentlemen seemed o bave entered upon & most
active, though pevrrons rivalry in the introdunes-
tion apd propeystion of new plants from all
parts of the worid, Both thewo gardens were

Mr, Bteveneon's Louse is standing at the present
duy, overehacdowed by tha firet olivestren
planted iz Bou'lh Awetralie. That gentleman
called wo ove day, sud, pointiog to the olive-
berries, said, ® Homember my words } thass are
tLe firat olives produced Jo this colony, I may
uot live to see the day, bat yon mhab\y will,
when the olive will he one of the producte
of Sonth Australin.” After his desth the garden

cameé peglecten, finslly beceme a wilderness,
wes cut op, apd n portion sold in allorments.
The remainder, I hear, has fallen into thie bands:
otrdOhineae, who are using it as o vegetabla 1881
garden. ,







Stevenson on olives

The Olive is another tree well adapted for our climate, and in respect of soil, the
sunny slopes of our hills are admirably suited to its natural habits... You all know
the mercantile uses to which the olive is applied, the delicacy and value of its oil,
and its use or abuse as a pickle. In a few years it is probable that it may be
cultivated here to some extent; but at present | have detained you at sufficient
length on what is certainly a tree that we can only plant for our children to gather
fruit from.

George Stevenson, Lecture to the Adelaide Mechanics’ Institute, reprinted in The South Australian
Register..., 16 November 1839

[‘A few and favoured parts only of the globe can grow the olive ... those parts that can should grow
the olive. South Australia can, therefore South Australia should grow it.’

Samuel Davenport, The South Australian Register, 1875]



“about ten olive trees in the Colony” Dec1843
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GARDENERS' MANUAL:
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CULTIVATION OF THE YVINE;

TiuE

PROPAGATION OF FRUIT-TREES,

WITH CATALOGUE AND DIRECTIONR FOR CULTIVATION ¢

AND THE
MANAGEMENT OF THE KITCHEN GARDEN,

W;T.II CATALOGUE OF CULISARY VEGETADLES, Ae. as

BY GEORGE MCEWIN,
OARDENER TO GEORIE STEVENSIN, ESQ.

ADELAIDE «
PUBLISHED BY JAMES ALLEN,
KING WILLIAM STREET.

1843.



John Bailey
and The Hackney Garden

1844-1858+



John Bailey

* 1801-1864

« 1815-1838: horticulturist/botanist;
Loddiges’ Nursery, Hackney (UK)

——




Loddiges’ Botanic Nursery Garden Hackney (UK)
» Site founded in 1740s by Johann Busch

« 1787-1816: Conrad Loddiges & Sons: f"“\
Loddiges’ Paradise Field Nursery E oo

* 1816-1849: [Loddiges’] Hackney f;jn»
Botanic Nursery Garden: i‘ et (8

« Scientific approach to horticulture B Tomean
(including classification) "r = ‘

* Specialised in importing (exotic species) &
exporting plants (especially productive
plants); reputation for packing plants for
export

* Imperial horticulture: acclimatisation

 Experimental glass- and hot-houses; palms,
ferns, orchids, etc; Wardian cases




John Bailey

* 1801-1864

« 1815-1838: horticulturist/botanist;
Loddiges’ Nursery, Hackney (UK)

* 1839: emigrated with family and staff to South
Australia on Buckinghamshire, ; sponsored by
South Australian Company and Loddiges

* Introduced 6 olive seedlings etc

* May 1839: appointed Colonial Botanist

[responsible for ‘botanic gardens’]

Boraxzic Ganvex, — We hear that lhe
Guvernor has appointed Mr. John Bailey co-
lonial botanist, Me, Buley is c.id ta be a
firsi-rate practlcal botanist, avd, from Llis
hatog been nearly twenty years iu the
of the Messrs. Loddiges, thiere can bo uo duulit
that hils Kxcellcncy has selected the right
person to establish and place our botanie
garden on 1he Lighest footing. We are sure
the colonists will eordially support the under«
taking.




Bailey and the South Australian Company
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Bculeycmd the South Australian Company
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OLIVE OULTIVATION.
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Gawler, June 16, 1575,




Bailey in Adelaide

* 1839: Hindley Street? [A]; plants to
George Stevenson’s Garden [B]

« 1839: First Botanical Gardens [1];
abandoned as unsuitable

« 1839-40/41: Second Botanical
Gardens [2] with George Stevenson;
abandoned through lack of funding
and disputes over ownership of stock

* March 1840: Leased Section 239 [3]
from South Australian Company;
abandoned in 1843-44 as unsuitable

o 254
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First Hackney Nursery and Farm, July 1841 ©
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* 24 June 1844: Leased south-western =
corner of Section 256 [4] from the :’ff.'»;~-;_\:5{

SACo N

* Specifically “to establish a
Nursery Garden”

* To complement the adjacent

SACo’s “Park Farm”
* October1853: Purchased land

* From 1851/52: progressive ill-health

* From 1858-60 leased, then sold June
1872; subdivided progressively from T
1876 e
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Bailey’s/Hackney Garden, 1845-1858+




Bailey’s/Hackney Garden, 1844-1858+
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ailey’s/Hackney Garden, 1844-1858+
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Bculey s/Hackney Garden 1844 1858+

Remnant olive trees

South Australian Company
Olive Grove




Bailey’s/Hackney Garden, May 1845
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Bailey’s Garden 1844-45, 1869...

Mr Bailey has now growing in his gar-

den near Dr Kent's mill, a beautiful s NORTICULTURE OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA, BAILEY’'S GALRDEN.
A v . ST 5 . » 4 >
cimen of the Bengal Citron, The P‘lnﬁl 7 ix it frequently that we find Advertisements of He must be a very young colonist indeed
now about four feet high, and iy just . luﬂ?rhnl generul interest 1o be entitled to editoris) to whom the name of Bailcy'u (e iy dpasins
pening two fine fruit. These were mea. natice; but we w llingly regard the publication of familiar. Of all the well-known spots round
sured on Saturday last, one being fourteen he bel of treen, plants, &c., which Mr John Bailey Adelaide it 18 one of the best known.
lub“ i“ circ“mk”nce .nd tho otho’ h“ wi‘b &0 mn:ll Fm’uﬂry .ﬂd success ”cumu’“&d
thirteon inches. The P’:"" appears very st his establishmert, and which hs annnunees in |
healthy, was brought to the cm,b Mr \his diy’s paper, as ready for eale at the Hackney- It had its origin at a time when
Bailey, and notwithstanding it has been Nursery, to be sn exception 1o the usual rule, and the capabilities of the soil of South Aus-
subject to one or nu; removals, it has ::_f ""‘f‘"f:“”‘é Fi’“b_'t imP",":’“”" “[’ direct the attrn- tralia were little known, when the sigus of
thriven remarkably well, Wo advise our 10N e Louluniis capecially to . ‘anci ivilizati ’ -
ortieultural friends to viet Mr Dailey's Our resders will obierve that a very large pro- :flb‘““‘“g ﬁi}c‘h’“,,:“",'{\:f;"i,‘:" e e
rden Lo sce i(' a (hcy wi]l' we are sure, purtion of the Anwuat Emopun varieties of fruit trees, en & [’ll- h ki 1 provem
E much gratified. have been introduced into the Province. The best an event worth talking about.

evidence of their adaptation 0 ita soil is to be found
in the splendid produetions of the few gardens al-

ready established, and probably, during the froit A how- thie: proprietor plaqne_d any
unZu, i Hinddl'ey-otn":. Bu{.tho I'llgsl remark- toiled and whemqfapd P ‘.ntc'l in it with
able feature to the lloricaltarist in Mr Bailey's a view of rendering it a sight worthy of
Catalogue, is the rarge of plants which can be grown the inspection of future generations.™ A
in the opcn nir in South Australis. A large num- fertile soil lent its aid to cause the work to
ber of the natives of the tropics and sll vardeties of prosper umnder his hand, and the garden
the temperate regions flourish with & luxurianee quic y attained the celebrity which it has
which proves that both soil and climate are con. long enjoyed.
genial, and that with even bess than ordine care,
most of the choicest produstions of India and Europe : ; ., . it has
be produced Bere. ably pertormed its part in enriching other
M Bpulloy. we are glad to notice, has been ap- gardens with choice trees and plants and
pointed sole Agent in the Colony for Mr Maesrthur, grafts, and the Botanic Garden is indebted
of Camden, 8o that our settlers will have the bensfit to it for several of its rarest botanical
of procuring through him the choicest productions treasures. '

of New South Wales.



The South Australian Company
and olives



South Australian Company’s olives

Encourage diversification, support land sales

“Having purchased a considerable quantity of land, which
could only become valuable by cultivation, [the Directors of the
South Australian Company aim]... to introduce a new
description of emigrants - a farming tenantry, the flower of the
yeomanry of the fatherland...” [SACo Prospectus/Deed]

Relatively low cost and risk

Success of early olive cultivation:
e Agricultural & Horticultural Exhibition, 1844

e Evidence of Stevenson’s and others’ olives

Lobbying by George Stevenson

8. Fruits. (Best vollection of, fur which no prikes
were sepirately offesad). Priza to No. 148, George
Stevznson, Keq., North Adelaide.

Thene (ruits conmpyised the fallowing :—

1. Citrans
2. Peiches
(1,) Resl Nawingtan
(2., Roral Kenamgton
8.} Millets 3:znon
(4.) Hoyul Georga
3 Plurs
{1.) Grrengage
(2.) Magoum bonum
(3.) Damsans
4- Almn“d.
(1.} Jordan
(2.3 Bitter
(3.) Harcsbell, ar commog almond
0 Pig'
Diried fizn
Pomezrunates
Paexiflors idolis
Orange ) These aix varietiea of frnits ama nat
10. Banaua | in season; but an there may ha no
1. Olives !'umcrn riunity this year, thay were

OmuA,

12. Guava produced to whow the healthy siate
13, Medlar } in which they are approachiag wma~
14. Pinzapplo J tarity.

O:her choice collsctions were presented by Mr John
Railey, Hacknes Nursary ; Mr Gearge Clark, Walker-
ville (frait of egg plant) ; Hon. Jacob Mugen, Echun-
ga: and Mr A. H. Davia, Moore Farm.




South Australian Company’s olives

1. George Stevenson recommends importation of olivés |berr§l’,d

and almonds to William Giles (Colonial Manager, SA bﬂ’
Dawd McLaren (Managing Director, SACo), 29 January 184

e “...numerous sites on the Park Farm excellently adapted to the cultivation of the olive, h[
mulberry and fig...” '

e “Should the Company however desire to make an experiment on a scale worthy of itself |
would recommend that they should send to Provence both for the best mulberry and olive
plants - a couple of hundred strongly rooted young trees packed carefully in boxes and
forwarded so as to arrive here in May or June would be stock sufficient to begin with as they
can be propagated with rapidity and certainty from layers...”

e “Messrs Loddiges of Hackney are the best persons to apply to for further information and
advice.”



South Australian Company’s olives

2.South Australian Company orders and ships olives & t- NOG
1844 pany o i@,s. ﬂ’fdae,

e “...it may be necessary to get them from the South of France...| have written on fll&wi
Oh J

a house in Marseilles...

* Robert, Gowers and Company, agents for P&O in Marseilles

* Very probably on advice from Loddiges; very probably sourced through the National
Agricultural College, Montpellier

* “We have ordered 50 olive plants to be forwarded to us from Marseilles which should be sent
by the first vessel after we receive them”

3. Olives sent from London on the Taglioni, 7 April 1845; arrived, 24 July
1845

4. Planted out adjacent to Bailey’s Hackney Nursery, August 1845



South Australian Company’s olives

* Trees
» Shipped as ‘truncheons’; lengths (approx 1.5m) of olive branches

* Vernalized (chilled) then packed in charcoal, cotton, hessian and
canvas

* 51 truncheons shipped; all viable on arrival

* Varieties:
« 30 Oliviers Salonnen
* 17 Oliviers Blanquet
* 1 Olivier Verdale

* 2 Oliviers Bouquettier,

* 1 Olivier Gros Redonnau
* Trusted to the care of John Bailey



LOCAL INTELLIGENCE.

Mauy of our [2TTow- olinists will be gratified to know '
that the olive traachesas impoited soms months :gt-'
from Marseiiles, by the South Ausiraiizn Company, arc |
likely to do well, under the care of Nr Bailey, of the
llacka -y Nursery. The trun-hecns were p'auted withm
an eaclusure of the Comupany’s, adjoining Mr Bailey’s
sursery, and wotwithstandiag the sivisier predictivns of
the u{.iciud. wost of thew are now eahibiting indubi-
table proofs of vitality.




SACo’s olives

“The very great progress the olive trees received per Taglioni last July and
placed under my charge has induced me to give the following report... It is
known that the olive will retain its vitality longer than most trees when the
branch or truncheon is severed from the parent tree but it gives me great
pleasure to state that those imported by the Company have exceeded my
most sanguine expectations. Many of them having made shoots from two
to three feet in length and the few that have not grown yet are now full of
sap to the top of the stem and during the coming spring | have no doubt
will all grow and it would give me pleasure to be able to plant the
remaining piece of ground next season if | should be able to increase so

many from them.”
John Bailey to William Giles, 7 July 1846



Bailey’s olives

 Estimated 17,000 olive trees
propagated (up to 1858)

« SACo divests “Park Farm” from June
1845; progressively leasing and
selling the remainder of Section 256

* Bailey purchases Bailey’s Farm
outright, 1853; leases SACo olive
grove; effectively assumes ownership

* Protracted lease & sale of Bailey’s

Garden (1872) and SACo’s olive
grove (1878)

» Stock sold or otherwise removed

LAST &.A L.
CATAI.OGUE

Bare & Valuable Plants,

FRUIT AND FOREST TREES,
SHRUBS, &c.,

FOR SALE BY AUCTION
BY

GREEN, PARR, & LUXMOORE

MESSRS. BAILEY & SON'S,
HACKNEY NURSERY,

ON

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 11, 1858,
AT 11 0'0LOCK PRECISELY.

THE ABOVE 18 THE LAST OF A SERIES OF SALES OF THE
WHOLE OF MEESRS, BAILEY & SON'S OHOICE COLLECTION,



Bailey’s olives

* Several remnant olive trees in
Hackney

* Horticultural/commercial
interest only

* Propagation by ‘layering’
» Sale of trees
* Use in contract plantings

* Bailey had no or little interest
in producing olive oil




Bailey’s olives - Great Exhibition 1851

“The Committee has forwarded a small case
packed in accordance with the expectations
of Her Majesty’s Commissioners and
containing olive oil. The produce of trees
raised from truncheons imported from
Marseilles by the South Australian
Company in 1845.”

Samuel Davenport to Sir Henry Fox Young, 9 November
1850

* Initiative of the South Australian Company

* Olives processed by George Francis,
future Director of Botanic Gardens



OFFICIAL
CATALOGUE

GREAT EXHIBITION

INDUSTRY OF ALL NATIONS,
1851.

THN RARTS M TEN Loud's, AND ALL THAT TN W |
TITR COMPAM OF TEE ¥IALS AXD THFT THAY DWELL TREIREES,

LONDON:
SFPICER BBOTHERS, WHOLESALE STATIONERS, W. CLOWES & SON3, PRINFTERS;

Oendmtabers s Us Begel Ossmiasion,
9 NEW NEDGX STRELT, BLACKFAZAES, AND AT THE EXEINTION BOILDING, HYDE PARK
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GRAND ROGUERY OF Isil-

| Ore poudces e wware that e grada of thin
!c&m_y, ls wokar in partienlar, wie the
|cgr'7¢nlmnl weodie of the Uhegatal Peloee
[Kedilior of 185, Nathing ab adi s
| preostiog 1o it in quelity lind eves Lefare
baen meen in Eogland, Tt vam perliactico ;
mad it watablishel teyeend sl ccmtroneray
that the whet of Sont: Australia was the
finees b= b gock.

1o evddition to ite praine, then weew also
exhibited coppes cows [rom the Duira ;
aold freen the Yicterin Mine 3 pemdime
etenis from the Bezosse g olive eils from
e Boseh Austrlian Company's plunia-
ton 3 botanical and other spocioces of
great beauty aud velse.  All thes: pro-
ductisns wers consigned v b carg of
Woman Bichurd Hellect snd Sovm, Broesd
atroet, Raseliffe-highway, Loadan,

We entreat n porossl of tha Peport of
1he Committos, publshed st leaglh in cor
alvcrtidog colewas tiis day, in order that
no e may bo metounded By the am-
nunnesment of e fuee thet, feem that
hour to tlis, tbe Cuaemities Jave beard
noiking whatever fecm Mesars Hallett aned
Soas a5 10 what they bave done with the
wulable propecty eotnsdsd fo thdr csav.

Thves reueh they 2ave sscertuind, that
Mewws Elalbdt and Grohars did receive
the gold weddl for the Burra ore, el thet
Mesrs Hallest 3ad Som dod mocadve the
geld medsl foe the £nest wheat in the world,
gravmin Ssuth Awstewling bul beyaod theae
faets, wil i Lok USleialls, forthes the
Conmivtes koow nathing. Tn place of Seing
(alde to communizalo actual resslin to these
| farmers who established tho superice wheat-
producing powers of this coloay, all that
they ean say at this momsent is, that Mesors
Hallett and Sons havo—we do not mince
the metter—we say lave fravduieatly sp-
propristed to themsalres s prineipals the
profit sad the erodit which belengeld ex-
casively 10 those for whon they culy
acted o5 ngents and cosaiznees.

The late hour st which we had scoes to,
the documents wo publish preclodes the
srrangement of the leading facts whil
ranuing commatyry thereca, which we
bl progesed to curselves From a provicos
geoernl ksowledge of what hes really
taken place.  Te-merrow we hepe to find
|li-a: sad spaca for Both.




Bailey’s olives

- major distribution,
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Bailey’s

olives - Adelaid Parklads 1854—1856
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Bailey’s olives - Adelcude Gaol
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Bailey’s ollves - _Samuel Davenport 1858/18643
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Bculey s ollves - Thomas Hardy, 18522




The growth and decline of the
colonial olive industry






Other significant sources

of olive stock

Year(s) Imported by (from) Number of varieties Number of ‘trees’
1863-64 Davenport (France) 13 40{2}

1876-78 Boothby (ltaly) 1 50

1877 Davenport (France) 16 46

1877 Davenport (ltaly) 10 24

1883 Davenport (Spain) 3 8

1892 Perkins (France) 2 42




Olive trees, South Australia, 1870-1980
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Colonial olive oil

* First viable presses

* 1870 - 25 years after intfroduction
* Uses for olive oll
* Quality of colonial olive oil

* Adulteration
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